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“With pure objectivity she has breathed life into her knowledge and given us the
peasant epic which has made her world-famous, The Good Earth (1931).
As her hero she took a man who led the same existence as his forefathers had during
countless centuries, and who possessed the same primitive soul. His virtues spring from
one single root: affinity with the earth, which yields its
crops in return for a man's labours.”
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“Quite a different figure is the chief character in the novel The Mother (1934).
She 1s not referred to by any other designation, as if to indicate that her whole destiny 1s
expressed 1n that word. She 1s, however, vividly individualized, a brave, energetic, strong
character, of a more modern type than O'Lan's, perhaps, and without her slave
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temperament. The husband soon deserts his home, but she keeps it together for her
children. The whole story ends in sorrow, but not in defeat. The mother cannot be
crushed, not even when her younger son 1s beheaded as a revolutionary, and she has to
seek a stranger's grave to weep by, for he has none. Just then a grandson 1s born, and she
again has someone to love and sacrifice herself for.The mother is the most finished of
Pearl Buck's Chinese female figures, and the book is one of her best.”
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