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11858, a 5th order Fresnel lens was installed in the lantern-
foom with the characteristic for this station being a fixed or
solid red light. In 1902, the intensity of the light was increased
by changing it to a larger 4th order lens that still exists today,
The method to create a red light has changed over time with
electrification and newer technology. The changes have been

1. A red, glass chimney over an oil lamp

2. Red, glass shades over two light bulbs
3. Red, acrylic shroud around the entire lens
4. Red LED optic inside the Fresnel lens

—ﬂ‘ L
N
The photo to the left is the latest LED update

This change took place in 2020
which allowed for the remaval

the rec

This kiosk is sponsored by:
Lighthouse Education
& Nautical Studies

The mission of eur nonprofit S01(c)3 organization is to
research, retriove and record our nation’s maritime history
in order to provide educational materials, programs, and
services focused on lighthouses and our seafaring history

LT T ———— e

Dloone emat epwger @iy et T Mgt vur mport
8 tax duduction. phesse wnd danation 1s (IS, PO Box I3

shroud around the lens. During daylight you

The black ball lo
directly on top of the
lantern roof is called

this cast
owed
smoke from the oil # p
lamps to exit the lantemn. Bra
in the walls of the lantern allowed th
keeper to regulate the amount of air
entering the lantem room.

nt

A three-pronged lightning rod is
attached to the top of the ventilator
ball. A copper wire from its base runs
down the lighthouse and is secured fo
the ground below:

lor o sccess ¢
must climb o gray,
that is made of cast |
mesh treads and ormi
 beautiful w
the opening o

: @

| BASS HARBOR
LIGHT STATION

Fog Signal:
Hand bell - 1876
Steam operated bell - 1898
Pyramidal bell tower - 1901
Electric operated bell - 1949
Bell Buoy - 1974

Characteristic: | stroke every 10 secs.

Oil-House Built: 1894

Boathouse Built: 1894

Boathouse Razed: 1948

Barn Built: 1905

Navy Transmitting Station: 1947

In 1894, a 12 x 24 foot boathouse was built on the steep em
bankment to the west of the lighthouse. A set of wooden rails
called the "slip” was bolted to the rocks and extended some 100
feet to accommodate boats at low tide. Can you find the rusted

bolts from the slip still in the rocks?

On approach, the keeper lined up with the center of the ship.
Once the boat was on the pine timbers, he camped a cable
onto the bow and cranked it into the boathouse. That job was
casiest at high tide as water drops 12 vertical feet at low tide

.

can see the glass lens, but at night when li, the
‘ clear LED lights in the center of the hour-glass
shaped optic casts a red light
- - \d
Who Were The Keepers Of The Light?
Bass Harbor Head Light Keepers On the night of September 1, 1858, Keeper John Thurston climbed
1858:1961  John Thurston the spiral stairs into the lantern-room and lighted the beacon for the
::‘l":';z m: l‘::t‘m very first time H:v‘i“ was mai[\:ain@ every night thereafter from - Station Established: 1858
1869187 Charles Gilley .SI:mTl :»l;unnse yllr !Al(?\l;;lld\uxkus listed to the left. Cost of Land: $80
18721880  James Wilson e lighthouse was electrified during the summer of 1949. It was “ a4 . 5
18801890 C. E Chase fully automated when the last keeper left in 1974 with a sensor that (olsl of Bul!dlngS. 54"”:3'3’
ls90 1894 Willam Holtwook  activatesthe light during the hours between dark and daylight. Height of Lighthouse: 32 ft
2 illis Dolliver :

d Height of Focal Plane: 56 ft
1921-1938  Joseph Gray -
1938-1941  Elmer Reed | Original Optic: 5th Order Fresnel Lens
}32';13: h:"‘:"\:“l:':i“ Present Optic: 4th Order Fresnel Lens
1955-1957  Morton Dyer Original Characteristic: Fixed Red
:‘:;::m :L‘h"c":':’:.'"““ Present Characteristic: Occulting red
1961-1962  Frank Warren (4 seconds red then 4 seconds dark)
19621964 Clifion Meadows Electrifie
19641965 Kenneth Boschert | Electrifiod: 1949
1965-1966  Royce Pochinski ! Automated: 1974
1966-1968  Arvid Young
19681969 Charles Thomas J — - -
1969-1974  Cecil Mareno

- ~ - Where Was The Boathouse Located?

The US Lighthouse Servive furmished light
oepers with & government bost u the curly
veans @ waa & square ended bost calied 4 dory
B s later repleced By 2 double ended bost
Laind & peaped

o the pature to the lefl. & heavy leunch from

+ Inghthoune tendder arvived s the station for + 1
debevery of sl kevosene for the lamps, and

wappioes. The lighthouse nagpector vissted each

watnn ¢ T 4 yewe via the render
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